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PREFACE 


OW EV ER unequal my 
Abilities may prove for 
executing, what I have 
propos d in the Title Page 
» alba 7 is Pampblet, it can- 
not 2 2 thought a ſeaſonable Effort to 
endeavour to vindicate the Reputations of 
ſeveral Perſons, diftinguiſh'd for their 
Figure or Station of Life, for great and 
good Qualities, or for fine Writings, who 
| have been lately very invidiouſiy aſpers'd 
as well as in an abſurd and fooliſh Man- 
ner, by a little Funfo of Authors, who 
bave ſet themſelves up to be Difators to 
c A 2 the 
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the World in what ever relates to Polite 
Letters, 


I was not perhaps ſo well qualified to 
attack. ſo formidable a Confederacy with 
the Weapons of Wit and Raillery; there 
are many others capable of doing this, 
and it has in fact been already done with 
a great deal of Succeſs; but] imagin'd, 
as I bave been long converſant in this 
Town, and liv'd much with People of a 
poetical Caſt, as well as made it my Buſi- 
neſs to inform myſelf the beſt I cou'd of | 
Men and Things in this Regard; I ſay, | 
I imagin'd, I could not eafily fail of ſet- | 
ting in ſome proper Light the Characters of [ 
the Gentlemen, thus unhandſomely abus'd, | 
either with Reſpe& to their perſonal Me- 
rita, or to the acknowledg'd Character and 
Merit of their reſpectibe Works : I hade, no 
doubt, related in this ſhort Account of 
them, many Circumſtances and Particu- 
lars, that are very generally known, and 
which ſcarce any are Strangers to; but 
at the ſame Time, the Reader may pro- 
bably every where meet with ſomething or 
other, that may not have occurr'd to bim, 
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or that may tend to gratify bis Curioſity; 
the Friends and well Wiſhers of the Per- 
ſons traduc'd by theſe little Pretenders to 
Wit, cannot but be pleas'd to ſee their 
Characters reſcued from ſuch Treatment, 
and conſider d with Truth and Iinpartiali- 
ty, while none but the Traducers them- 
ſelves will have Reaſon to be diſpleas'd, 
I have done both them and the Perſons 
injur d, Fuſtice, to the beſt of my Power : 
In a Word, what led me to enter on this 
Affair was the good Nature and Candor 
of the Thing itſelf; it was, as ] con- 
ceiv'd, a handſome Office, and what 
would oblige many, and at the ſame Time 
give Offence to none. 


As to the Liſt of Names ſubjoin'd here, 
and the following Accounts of them, I 
thought proper to inſert only ſuch, as 
were either very conſiderable. for their 
Reputation in ſome View, or that were 
abus'd for their own Sakes, and not ſuch 
as were brought in either to puzzle Peo- 
ple in gueſſing at them, and ſo to ſerve 
for an Evaſion to the Authors of the 
Calumny, or elſe to be only Inſtruments of 
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fixing the Ahront more ſtrongly on others: 
The firſt of theſe, I hope, will receive 
ſome little Reparation from what I have 
now attempted; the laſt are out of the 
Queſtion, and twas utterly needleſs to 
fay any Thing about them, 


The beſt Satyr, that can be made upon 
S----ft and P----pe, and the ſtrongeſt Re- 
priſal againſt them for their unparalell'd 
Inſolence, is to ſhew who and what they 
rruly are, woom they have thought fit to 
uſe with ſo much Contempt. 


IF this ſhall appear to be done to any 
Man's Satisfaction, there needs no other 

Apology for mPUndertaking „ "Twas good 
and laudable in itſelf, and however exe- 
ented, at leaſt well meant. 
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A LIST of the NAMES, 
and Reference to the Page 
where their Characters are. 


| Page 
T HE Honourable George Dodington, 
Eſq; C 9 
Sir William Young 10 
The Lady Mary Wortley Montague 12 
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Thomas Tickell, Eſq; 30 
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A Curſory Account of £----ft and P----pe 2 43 
in the Concluſion 


THE 


CHARACTERS 


OF THE 


TIME s. 


The Honourable 61 ORG E 


ls Gentleman was origi- 
* nally of the Name of Bub, 
but chang'd it to that of 


9 KA 
© A * Dodington to inherit his Un- 

d cCle's Eſtate, Educated at Ox- 
ford; he was ſome Years 


ago Envoy at Maarid; at preſent one of 
the Lords of the er; diſtinguiſh'd 


in an uncommon manner for the Wit and 


and Politeneſs of his Converſation ; liberal, 
magnificent, full of Honour and Probity ; 
hard to ſay, whether more conſpicuous for 


the Brightneſs of his Parts, or for his Know- 
B ledge 
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14 
ledge of Buſineſs, Men and Manners; a great 
Maſter of the Claſſics, and of a Taſte the moſt 
refin'd ; the only acknowledg'd Work of his 
in Poetry, that I have met with, is an Epiſtle 
to Sir Robert Walpole, but that alone is worth 
many Volumes of Writings of ſome others: 
The Reaſon of affronting him could only be, 
that he has had the Virtue and Senſe to Pa- 


troniſe much better Authors than -e. 


6 


Sir WILLIAM rOU NC. 


1 * S very difficult to gueſs at the Mo. 
tives that 'cou'd induce Pe and 

F----ſt to carry their Impertinence ſo far, as to 
meddle with this Gentleman; and it wou'd 
be ſuperfluous to enlarge much on his Cha- 


racter; his Abilities and Eloquence in Parlia- 


ment had been long and univerſally acknow- 
ledg'd : As to his Character of a Poet, I know 
very little of it; I'm only ſure that he does 
not profeſs himſelf as ſuch, and that no Body 
elſe ever thought of him particularly in this 
View. If he ever does attempt any Thing in 
this kind of Writing, *tis certainly, only by 
way of Amuſement, for the unbending of his 
Mind, and as an agreeable Relaxation in va- 
cant Hours, and the Intervals of Buſineſs. I 
1 | own, 


[ 11 4 
own, I have formerly ſeen a little Piece of 
his, or generally attributed to him, written 
on Occaſion of a Centinel's weeping on the 
Stage at ſome Incident in one of Mr. Philips's 
Tragedics: Theſe Verſes were not only read 
with great Pleaſure by me, but as I found ex- 
treamly approv'd of by all others that met 


with them, and I may venture to ſay, that as 


they would be no diſcredit to Sir William, 
they wou'd have reflected Luſtre on a much 
better Author than P----pe. 


The having mention'd theſe Verſes, does 
no ſuggeſt to me, what, was in all likeli- 
hood, the true Reaſon of P----pe's Spite to this 
Gentleman, to wit, his paſſing on that Occa- 
ſion a very fine, tho' indirect Complement 
on ſo noble an Author as Mr. Philips, at the 
ſame Time, that he never condeſcended to 
take Notice of the little Pretender that has 


been ſo free with him. 


It plainly appears from the whole Series of 
.P----pe's and &---ft's heavy Libels, that the 
moſt unpardonable Crime that a Man can 
commit againſt them, is the giving due Praiſe 
to any good and celebrated Genius, and the 
expreſſing an Approbation of ſuch Perfor- 
mances as beſt deſerve it. What they would 
be at, and wiſh in their Hearts, I believe, 1s 
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[12] 
to get it enacted by publick Authority, that no 
Man ſhall preſume under the ſevereſt Penal- 
ties to write better than themſelves: And that 
nothing good or bad, ſhall be publiſh'd with- 
out their Licence, ſo that the World might 
be ſure of being entertain'd with nothing 
that was good, except it came from them, 
which is, what a Man in his ſober Senſes 
would not be too Sanguine in expecting. 


Lady MART WORTLET 
MONTAGUE, 


Enown'd for Wit, Beauty, and Polite- 
neſs, long admir'd at Court ; Author of 
many pretty Poems ſcatter'd abroad in Manu- 
ſcript; a Patroneſs of Men of Wit and Genius; 


I know not whether it was intended to Af. 
front; I'm ſure they have usd her with a 
very unbecoming familiarity, confider'd only 
as a Woman of Merit. and Quality; but 
Men, that are ſo full of their own odd 
Whims and unnatural Fancies are not apt to 
ſtop at any Indecency. | 


JAMES 
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JAMES MOORE, Flq; 


ON of that Arthur Moore, who was Mem- 

ber of Parliament in the Time of the 
Adminiſtration of the late Earl of Oxford, 
and Heir of Smythe, Eſq; joint Pay- 
maſter with his Brother of the Band of 
Gentlemen Penſioners. He received his Edu- 
cation at Oxford; a very bright promiſing 
young Gentleman, of great Wit and Vivacity; 
Author of many admir'd little Pieces in Poet- 
ry, and of a Play that did not deſerve the 
Treatment it met with; poſſeſs'd of a more 
genteel and witty Turn of Writing by far 
"a Maſter au. 


THOMAS BURNET, Eſq; 


HIS is one of the moſt amiable Charac- 

ters in Life: Mr. Burnet is a frank, 
honeſt, good natur'd Gentleman, of fine 
Wit, Parts, and Knowledge: It is ſaid he 
acquitted himſelf with great Addreſs and 
Credit in his late Employment at Liſbon ; he 
is a Lover of Merit, where ever he finds it, 
and moſt honourably Zealous to make others 
as ſenſible of it as he is; it was in this Spirit, 
that, 


bo | 


* 
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[14] 
that, being formerly touch'd with the chaſte 
—_ and elegant Manner of Mr. Welfted's Wri- 
=. tings, and the uncommon Spirit and Polite- 
* neſs of them, he aſſerted their Value with 
ſo handſome a Warmth, and pointed out 
their Beauty with ſo much Judgment, as re- 
dounded much to that Gentleman's Honour 
and Succeſs, and perhaps not a little contri- 
buted to the great Fame he has ſince ſo de- 
ſervedly acquir'd: It is this generous Ardour 
for true Worth, that has drawn upon Mr. 
Burnet the Spleen and Enmity of P-—pe and 
Company, and made them ſo ſcandalouſly 
abuſe him, by throwing him into the ſame 
Rank of Authorſhip with John Dunton and 
Thomas Durfy; he did ſome Years ago vent 
| the Fire of his Youth in ſome Writings, 
which wou'd have done Honour to his Ca- 
lumniators; Writings, which promiſed ex- 
treamly well, and met with almoſt every 
Body's Approbation, except his own Father's ; 
I only hope for my own Sake, and that of 
the Publick, that this Uſage will provoke 
him to write more. F 


A Son, a worthy Son, of that great and 
memorable Man, Biſhop Burnet, ought not, 
one would think, to have been libelled with 
ſuch an infamous Freedom ; but let them 
Anſwer it to his known Wit, and Ca- 

pacity 
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pacity to do himſelf, as well as other Men 
Juſtice. 


—B— — 


AMBROSE PHILIPS, Eſq; 


| Herefordſhire Gentleman ; his elder Bro- 
ther now living in Poſſeſſion of the 
{mall Family Eſtate; he was Educated at 
Cambridge, enter'd into Deacon's Orders, but 
foon changing his Views of a Church Life, 
went Abroad, and paſs'd many Years in 
foreign Courts, particularly that of Denmark, 


being in the Favour and Confidence of Mr. 


Pultney the then Britiſh Envoy there; he 
had once (as I ſuppoſe) ſome Thoughts to 
the Army, and accompanied for ſome Time 
the Lord Mark Kerr, as a Volunteer: As to 
his Writings, they are ſo well known, and 
ſo juſtly admir'd, and his Reputation eſta- 
bliſh'd on ſo true and ſtrong a Foundation, 
that the Attacks of all the impertinent Scrib- 
blers in the World have no effect to his Hurt, 
or Diſadvantage, his Fame is ſincere and in- 
violable : To ſay no more, his Paſtorals are as 
much and more ſuperior to P----pe's, as Pe's 
Homer is to Ogleby's; his three Winter Pieces 
from Copenhagen, his Fable of Thule, and 
other little Pieces, had he no other Merit, 
would alone be worth a thouſand Volumes 

of 
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of theſe Men: The Reaſon of their aſſaulting 


him with ſuch diſtinguiſh'd Malice, is plain- 
ly nothing but his noble Contempt of their 
paultry Crudities and ribald Pretences. He 
was formerly Agent for the Province of 
New-York; Pay-Maſter of ſome of the Lot- 
teries ; Secretary to the Hanover, or Ait Cat 
Club, and highly eſteem'd and honour'd by 
the late Earls Halifax and Cowper, and the 
Lord Somers. At preſent he is Secretary to 
the Lord Primate of Ireland, Purſe-Bearer to 
the Lord Chancellor of the ſaid Kingdom, 
and Member of Parliament for Aramagh. 


_ 


Mr. LEWIS THEOBALD, 


AS bred to the Law, and is ſuppos'd 
to have obtain'd to a competent 
Knowledge therein ; but his turn lay more to 
Learning of another Kind: In purſuance of 
this his natural Inclination, he apply'd him- 
ſelf with no mean Succeſs to the Study of 
the Belles Lettres, and of the ancient Roman 
and Greek Writers; of moſt of the latter, 
he became a compleat Maſter, for he ever 
added uncommon Application and Deligence 
to the Abilities he was born with: All this 
while he was not incurious as. to modern 


Learning, and modern Authors, and on ſome 
of 


17.0 


of theſe, particularly Shakeſpear, he has exer- 
cis'd his Talents of Criticiſm with ſuch Suc- 
ceſs, as procur'd him the Eſteem of all Men 
of Senſe and Knowledge. The Specimen he 
gave us of the Play of Hamlet was receiv'd 
with univerſal Apprabation, and it is the 
Hope of ſoon having from his Hand a 
genuine and good Edition of all Shakeſpear's 
Works, which makes the Publick ſome 
Amends for being abus'd with 2a very bad 
one. | 


Mr. Theobald has oblig'd the World with 


agreeable Performances of other Sorts; I 
mention this only as the moſt remarkable, 
and ſhall add no more with reſpect to him, 
but that, beſides his various Merits in the 
learned World, he is a Gentleman of rc- 


markable Candour and Modeſty, as well as 


of unblamable Integrity, always chearful in 
doing good Offices, over tender in aſking 
them, and of that Decency and good breed- 
ing thro? his whole Deportment, as makes 
him generally beloy'd, as well as reſpected. 


Such is the Man without the leaſt Favour 


or Compliment to him, whom Pe has 
thought fit among others to traduce in ſo 


extraordinary a Manner; but nothing is 

more eaſy than to calumniate, when ane has 

no regard to Truth or Honeſty ; and if a 
C 


Man 


1189 


Man of exemplary Learning is to be abus'd, 
the Word Fedant is ready at hand to be tack'd 
to it. | 
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' ANTHONY HAMMOND, Eſq; 


# Gentleman of a conſiderable Patrimo- 
nial Fortune; married the Daughter of 
Sir Thomas Clarges ; formerly a Member of Par- 
liament, and in his Time of the firſt Reputation 
for Eloquence, in that Aſſembly, where, if he 
had purſu'd his Intereſt as others have done, 
he very probably might have been one of our 
firſt rate Commoners : He became afterwards 
a Commiſſioner of the Navy ; Pay-maſter of 
the Army in Hain; a Man of more Gallant- 
ry, than was conſiſtent with his other. Vir- 
tues; always remarkable for good Breeding, 
Affability, and a Softneſs of Manners, not 
often accompanying Sincerity. A. better Com- 
panion, than CEconomiſt ; abounding with 
much pleaſantry both of his own and other 
Men : Not to be too particular, his true Cha- 
| rafter, is that of a Man of very extenſive 
Learning, and Knowledge : His turn to Po- 
liteneſs is but his ſecond Praiſe, and his 
Performances, in Verſe, ſeem rather to have 
been deſign'd for the Amuſement of leiſure 
Hours, than Written with a View to Fame. 
CHARLES 
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CHARLES JOHNSON, 


\ A MOUS for many Years for writing a 


better. in his Vocation, had he been a ſmall 
Matter leaner, or of that make, which more 


countenances Wit; the Deficiencies of his 


Play every Seaſon, and for being at But- } 
ton's eyery Day: He had probably thriven 


Fortune are perhaps more. owing to too 


great an Appearance of good living; than to 
any other Cauſe. He may be juſtly call'd a 
Martyr. to Obeſity, and to have fallen a 
Victim to the Rotundity of his Parts; but theſe 
are only the Leveties of this Gentleman's 
Character; he is in reality a Man of great 
Worth; a ſenſible reaſonable Companion; 
eaſy, modeſt, and well bred; of genteel per- 
ſonable Deportment; Good - natur'd in Ex- 
ceſs; without Envy, or Conceit; a Friend to 
Merit in all Men, an Enemy to none; in all 
Regards a fine Gentleman; and had he not 


been under the Neceſſity of being a witty 


could not have fail d of the utmoſt 
Honours of a wiſe One; ſo that not to enter 
into a Defence, of Encomiun of thoſe Writ- 

| ifigs, which the 
Encouragment to, and a Diſappointment, 
which I dare ſay, he himſelf is very eaſy 
under, I will content myſelf with only af- 
C 2 firming, 


lick has not given much 
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firming, that his Plays, of whatever Merit 
they are, are yet better than many others, 
that have met with the higheſt Applauſe; 
and that the worſt and meaneſt of his Dra- 
matic Pieces, is at leaſt infinitely preferable to 
The What dye Call it, The Wife of Bath, Three 
Hours afier Marriage, or any other of the 
wretched Farces of Pie and his Coad - 
jutors. 


What cou'd be the Grounds of uſing 
honeſt Charles Johnſon, with ſo much Inſo- 
lence and Contempt ? Mr. P------pe knows 
very well, that in one Place, he did it for 
the fooliſh Vanity of glancing a Side-long 
Complement upon himſelf, in others, was 
meer unprofitable IIl- nature, the Petulancy of 
Malice, and the Wantonneſs of a bad Heart. 


= 


LY WR, 


Mr. THOMAS GORDON, 


Gentleman of Nerth-Britain, who has 
diſtinguiſh'd himſelf by many emi - 
nent and ſucceſsful Labours in Proſe : Among 
theſe are, principally, the Independant Whig, 
Cato's Letters in the London and Britiſh Jour- 
nal, and the Tranſlation of Tacitus, with the 


Diſcourſes annex'd to it. | 
6 The | 


_ 
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The late Mr. Trenchard; had ſo juſt a Senſe 
of his natural Strength of Underſtanding and 
Judgment, of his great Humanity and Can- 
dour of Mind, as well as of his Merit as a 
Scholar, and learned Man, that not content- 
ed to haye been his Patron many Years during 
his Life, he. bequeath'd him at his Death, 
among other Legacies, that very valuable 
one, his Library. 1 

What ever Defe&ts, or Negligences may 
be found in his Manner and Stile of Writ- 
ing, yet in the main, it is free, ſtrong and 
manly; and what ever comes from him, 


either in Print or Converſation, evidences a 


great and generous Mind, as well as an un- 
common reach of Thought : He is, in Truth, 
and in the Eyes of all thinking Men, as 
much an abler Writer than Aft, as he is 
a better Man than Nie; the Crime he has 
committed againſt them, and for which they 
treat him as an Jale Prater, a Coffee-houſe Poli- 
tician and the like, is palpably no other than 
| his Reputation, and the Succeſs of his 
Works. | 


Thus theſe Men have taken it abſurdly 


into their Heads to monopolize Wit and 


Senſe, and, in order to it, they act in the 
ſame Spirit, and * the ſame Policy as 


Nero, 


22 


Nero, who, wiſely reſolving to be the only 

good Poet, and witty Man in his Time, ſet 
himſelf to deſtroy all that 1 were conf] Ara 
for thoſe Characters. 
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Mr. / EL STE b, 


Gentleman of an ancient Family in 
Leiceſterſhire, bred at Weſtminſter School, 

where ſhe publiſh'd his Tranſlation of Lon- 
ginus, on the Sublime, by that Means furniſh- 
ing our modern Wits with an Opportunity of 
Underſtanding and Burleſquing that great 
Writer, as well as the moſt Eminent living 
and dead among their own Countrymen, i in 
their late Treatiſe of the Profund. 


This Gentleman had at that early Age 
raisd fo great Expectations of his future 
Genius, that there was a kind of ſtruggle be- 
tween ſome of the moſt Eminent in the two 
Univerſities, which ſhould haye the Honour 
of his Education : To compound this, he be- 
came a Member of both, and aſter having 
paſs d fome Time at the one, he remoy'd-to 
the other. From thence he return'd to Town 
where he became the darling, Expectation of 
all the polite Writers: Sir Samuel Garth, Mr. 
.. Sir Richard Steele, and Mr. Ambroſe 

Philips 
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Philips immediately gave him the Honour of 
their Friendſhip and Encouragment, which 
he has ſeverally acknowledg'd in his occaſion- 
al Poems, in a Manner that will make no 
{mall part of the Fame of his Protectors. 


Beſides theſe, it appears from his Works, 
that he has been happy in the Patronage of 
the moſt illuſtrious Characters of the preſent 
Age, ſuch as the Dukes of Dorſet and Chan- 
dos, the late Earl of Cadogan, the preſent 
Biſhop of Sarum, her Grace the Dutcheſs 
Dowager of Marlborough and others; encou- 
rag'd by ſo illuſtrious a Combination in his 
Favour, he ſome few Years ago publiſnd a 
Volume of his Poems, ſome of them Written 
after the Ovidian, others after the Horatian 
manner; in either of which, many of the 
moſt exquiſite Judges in the Kingdom have 
not ſcrupled to pronounce, that he had even 
rivall'd his Maſters. His Love Verſes have 
retriev'd that kind of Writing from . the 
juſteſt Contempt, and given it a caſt of Dig- 
nity and Elegance, werthy of the Poet. In 
his Tranſlations, particularly of Tibullus he 
has given us the very Soul and Spirit of the 
Author. His Ode on the Duke of Marl- 
borough's Apoplexy, and that to the Earl of 
Cadogan , his Epiſtle to the late Dr. Garth, 
and to the Counteſs of Warwick ;the Verſes 
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to Zelinda, the Invitation, the Pourtraiture, 
the Love Tale of Thyrſis and Daphne are 
perhaps the moſt perfect Things in all Poet- 
ry; and might, it may be, have protected 
this Writer from the abuſe of the Authors of 
the Profynd, it he had not unfortunately pre- 
fix'd to thoſe Poems, a Diſſertation concern- 
ing the Perfection of the Engl/b Language, 
the State of Poetry, and other polite Topicks, 
in which, he happen'd to cite a low and 
falſe Line from Mr. F-----pe for the meer Pur- 
poſe of refuting it, without ſeeming to know, - 
or care who was the Author of it. This is 
unpardonable it ſeems, tho? it is certainly the 
firſt Offence of the Kind, and the firſt In- 
ſtance, that a Glance againſt the Mriter has 
been conſtru'd pointing and publiſhing againſt 
the Man, which, P--—-pe in his Preface to the 
Dunciad has told us is the ſole Juſtification of 
the Repriſals he has ſince made. If there be 
a better or truer Reaſon than this, it is Mr. 
Welfted's Friendſhip with Mr. Philips, and 
his having preſum'd (as well as that Gentle- 
man) to introduce the Charms of Nature in- 
to Works of Art, to reſcue Poetry from the 
Violences and Diſtortions of modern Wit 
and to give to Verſe that noble Simplicity 
of Thought and Expreſſion, which, while 
we admire in the Ancients, our popular 
Writers are ſo far from imitating, that they 
feem yet at a loſs to conceive of it. Sir 


* 0 — 
od 
. _ 


Sir RICHARD BLACKMORE, 
| Gentleman well known in his Pro. 
A feſſion, and never unwilling to viſit 
where he can't expect a Fee; but un- 
fortunate in happening to Miſtake his pro- 
per Talents, for which he was formerly made 
merry with, by much abler Pens, wv. T. 
Brown, and Dr. King, &c. 


Sir Richard has not for many Years been 
ſo much as nam'd, or even thought of among 
Writers, as ſuch; and whom no one except 
FB. _ would have dun IIl- nature enough 
to revive. 


| How much more handſome and like a 
Gentleman did our great Aadiſon act in reſpect 
to this. Author, who, when he cou'd not 
with Sincerity applaud him for his poetical 
Performances, yet kindly took Occaſion to 
ſpeak well of him, for the good Deſign he 
had in ſome of them. However like Ward, 
Dur, &c. he is not mention'd for his own 
Sake, but only to fix the Abuſe ſtrongly on 
others, 
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LAWENRCE EUSDEN, Eſq; 


he been originally a Country Clergy- 

man, he had, doubtleſs, been a great 
1 but as he is at the head of Wits, is a 
very worthy Divine. The Credit of his 
Poetry 1s not inferior to his Underſtanding. 
He enjoys the firſt Preferment in Parnaſſus, 
without being envy'd 1 in it. 


x \ Moſt worthy Succeſſor of o ate; had 


| A Man of inſuperable Modeſiy, ſince cer- 
tainly it was not his Ambition, that led 
him to ſeek this illuſtrious Poſt, but his 

Affection to the Perquiſite of Sack. How- 
ever P----pe had no Reaſon to be dull with 
him, ſince he cou'd not but be conſcious 
to himſelf, that Euſden's Verſes, prefix'd to 
Cato, were infinitely better than his own Pro- 
logue, in the Condition in which it was firſt 
ſhown to Mr. Aadiſon. 
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The Right Honourable the Lord 
ROSCOMMON, 


F all the Art of Poetry-men my Lord 

- Roſcommon is the beſt ; Old B---ck--ham 
the worſt, and P----pe only an idle, pert In- 
terloper. 


Mr. THOMAS DURA 


Need ſay no more of this wonderful Per. 
ſon, but that for many Years paſt, it has 
been the conſtant Practice of every little Au- 


thor, to fall foul upon him, in order to get a 


Reputation for Wit: As Perfons who aim at 
one for Courage, uſually take Occaſion to 
Cudgel a Coward. 


* enn * 


The Right Mas 4 the Earl 
of” SHAFTSBURLY. 


T is generally imagin'd that by the E. of &. 
the Authors of the Profund, had in their 
View the Earl of Suff-—k, by whom a Book 
of Poetry was lately publiſh'd ; but this Opi- 
nion I take to be without Grounds, and I 
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am pretty confident, that the true Intent was 
to point out the late Lord Haftſtury, both 
from the real Character of that Nobleman's 
Writings, as well as their Manner of Miſre- 
preſenting and Depreciating them, 


I do acknowledge there is ſomething in the 
Stile, and irregular Caſt of this noble Lord's 
Performances which does not perhaps deſerve 
Commendation, at leaſt, that cannot be much 
approv'd of by good Judges, and this 1s pro- 
bably, what made an eminent Perſon in a 
late Reign ſay of him, that he was undoubt- 
edly a Man of Wit and Senſe, but that he wrote 
like a Mad-man ; this was Spoken with too 
great Severity; one Effect of his Stile, is, I 
think, the Richneſs and Gorgiouſneſs of it 
and the want of Method and Simplicity, an 
theſe are the Characteriſtics which plainly 
ſhow, that it is he, who was meant in the 
Profund : But be his Negligences and ſmaller 
Errors what they will, he is queſtionleſs a 
great Genius and a Writer of admirable Spi- 
rit. Thoſe bright and uncommon Hints and 
Traces of Thought, thoſe Flights of Imagina- 
tion, which are ſcatter'd every where about 
his Works, that Enthuſiaſtic love of Virtue 
and of human Kind, that Greatneſs and Sin- 
cerity of Soul, and thoſe ſublime and noble 
Conceptions of the Deity, entitle him to the 

| + 
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utmoſt Reſpect of wiſe and good Men, and 
ought to have ſcreen'd him from the inſipid 
Calumnies of theſe People. But to wave any 
further Conſideration of my Lord Haftſbum, 
whoſe Merits are ſufficiently known ; if they 
did after all mean the E. of Hi, never 
was there an Inſtance before of ſuch a vile 
Inhumanity and unneceſſary Wickedneſs prac- 
tiſed by any Author: Who ever mention d 
this Lord in ſuch a Regard except themſelves. 
There was perhaps no great — in ſend- 
ing him to the Tower; there was much leſs 
in bringing him upon the Stage in this new 
Manner: If he was brought upon the Stage! 
and for what ſtupid Reaſons it might be 
done, cannot eaſily be conceiv'd. | 


— 
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JOSEPH ADDISON, Eſq; 


T were to do wrong to this illuſtrious 
Perſonage and to his immortal Labours, 
ut to attempt a Panegyrick ; the firſt per- 


haps and greateſt Exgliſuman that ever appear'd: 


in the writing Art, and who has not, and, it 


may be, never will have a Rival among 


Foreigners: I preſume to mention his facred 
Name for no Reaſon; but to expoſe the abomi- 
nable Ingratitude of the Wretch who has 


| ne his Death in a low 


and 
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and ſtupid Satyr, to infult the Man, to whom 
he intirely owes his undeſery'd Succeſs, and 
to whoſe too great good Nature, he had been 
ſo infinitely oblig'd ; but the Truth is, P--—pe 
cou'd never forgive him, however partial he 
was in his Favour, becauſe he wou'd not at 
the ſame Time be unjuſt to others, becauſe 
he cou'd not but recommend and applaud 
much higher Genius's, for he was always ri- 
gid in doing exact Juſtice to every Man's Me- 
rit, with this only Exception, that he kindly 
produc'd to publick Notice, this very Ingrate, 
who, he cou'd not but know in his Con- 
ſcience had very little or no Merit at all in 
Compariſon with others in his Friendſhip 
and Acquaintance. 


Mr. TICXK ELI. 


HIS Gentleman, by the Favour of the 
T great Man mention'd before, who was 

in a very particular Manner his Friend 
and Patron, he has I ſay, by the Favour ori- 
ginally of Mr. Aadiſon work'd himſelf into a 
very conſiderable Fortune and Figure in the 
World: It will be ſufficient to ſay of him, 
with whoſe Character almoſt all Men are 
well acquainted, that he publiſh'd in the Life 


time of his Patron many Performances in 


Poetry 
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Poetry which were well receiy'd, and bore as 


they deſery'd a much better Character than 


any of the looſe Attempts of P—-pe; and that 
at Mr. Addiſon's Death, he was honour'd 
with the Direction and Care of collecting to- 
gether and publiſhing all his immortal Writ- 
ings, which was done by Subſcription and 
for his own Benefit. A very great and va- 
luable Legacy, and an ineſtimable Proof of 
the true Regard and Eſteem, which he, who 


bequeath'd it, had for him. The Quarrel - 


that P----pe had to him, was, his having 


tranſlated the firſt Book of Homer's Iliad in ſo 


Maſterly a Manner, as neceſſarily reduc'd 
P----pe's Tranſlation of it into Contempt. 
This Work of Tickell, is one of the beſt and 
moſt finiſhed of the Kind, that has ever yet ap- 
pear'd in our Language: And to ſhow at once 
it's Superiority to the poor Eſſay, that came out 
at the ſame Time in Rivalry of it, I will 
only ſet down their reſpective Tranſlations 
of one Line of Homer in that Book, tho I 
cou'd produce numberleſs other Inſtances, 
that wou'd ſhow it in a Light equally 
ſtrong. 


Achilles in his Angry Reply to Agamemnon, 
among other Things ſays, 


Orb caęec, xuròs τ,ł dx, xgariurr iνε. 
Pray 
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Pray take Notice how Pie tranſlates this 


Line, 
Won Dag in Forehead; but in Heart a Deer. 
I forget the Verſe that precedes this, but the 


Senſe of it, was only Drunkard, 7. e. *OviCages. 
Now hear how T:ckell renders it, 


Valiant with Wine, and furious from the Bowl, 
Thou fierce look'd Talker, with a Coward Soul ! 


Every particular Line in both their Tranſla- 
tions, if ſet againſt one another, would make 
the ſame Figure exactly to the Honour of 
Mr. Tickell. Nevertheleſs P----pe has had the 
Inſolence and Folly (in the Profund) to pick 
out ſuch of Jickell's Lines, as he thought, 


when disjointed and ſeperated, wou'd appear 


to leaſt Advantage, in order to depreciate and 
diſcredit that excellent Work, and to magnify 
his own vile Performance. 


it. Arts. Ah. Sens. KA 


GEORGE STEPNET, Ela; 


T HIS Gentleman was bred at Weſtminſter, 
and from thence went to Chriſt Church 
College in Oxford, where he ſoon diftinguiſh'd 

himſelf 
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himſelf i in ſuch a Manner, that he was early 


ſingled out by Perſons then in Power, by the 
then Miniſters, as a very proper Perſon to be 
employ'd in the publick Service abroad: Ac- 
cordingly he was ſent in ſeveral Embaſſies to 
different Courts, but reſided the longeſt, and 
did the moſt conſpicuous Service to his Coun- 
try, at that of Vienna: He was eſteem'd one 
of the brighteſt and greateſt Men in the Af- 
fairs of Politics, and foreign Negotiations, 
that this Nation or Age had produc'd: It 
was his want of Health that oblig'd him to 
return from the Imperial Court to England, 
where he continued ſome Time, with bur 
little hopes of his Recovery, and at laſt dy'd 
at Chelſea, 


This Gentleman has left behind him many 
beautiful Poems, the moſt remarkable of 
which, 1s his Epiſtle to Mr. Montague, after- 
wards Lord Halliſax, in whoſe Friendſhip 
he had always enjoy'd a very eminent Share. 


- How it comes to paſs, that Pe and 
S--ft have thought fit to beſpatter him, and 
uſe their Endeavours to level him to the 
Rank of the moſt contemptible Writers, is 
not worth while particularly to enquire. 1 
need only, to ſhow the Injuſtice and Viru- 
as of theſe Dealers i in low and dull Ma- 
E lice, 
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lice, quote a few Lines in the Introduction 
of Mr. Kepneys Poem (juſt now mention'd) 
addreſsd to the E. of Hallifax, 


SIR, 
CUINCE you off invite me to renew 
An Art I have forgot, or never knew; 
Pleas'd my paſt Follies kindly to commend, 
And fondly loſe the Critic in the Friend ; 
The” my warm Tonth antimely be detay a, 
From grave to dull, inſenſibly betray d, 
Fl romtradift the Humour of the Times, 
tncln'd to Buſineſs, and averſe to Rhmes, 
And to oblige the Man I love, in ſpight 
Of the VVorld's Genius, and my own, Fil write. 


Yet think not that I vainly do aſpire, 
To rival what I only cum admire, 
The Heat and Beauty of your manly Thought, 
And force like that with which our Hero fought; 
Like Sampforrs Riddle was that powerful Song ; 
Sweet as the Honey, at the Lyon ſtrong. 


| Theſe Verſes are not perhaps the very beſt 
that ever were written, but there'is a very 
genteel Air, and handſome Turn of Thinking 
mn them, and they are alone ſufficient to ma- 
nifeſt a Genius far above the Ordinary Rank: 
It word be very difficult to pick out of the 
Crudities of F » a Dozen ora Score of 


—— — 
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Lines together, that wou'd make ſo good an 


Appearance. 


go In FI” 


Dr. STANHO PE late Dean of 


Canterbury, 

HIS worthy and eloquent Divine 
comes in likewiſe for his Share of 
Scandal; neither Learning, Piety, nor 
the moſt confummate Talents for preaching 
cou'd ſecure him from the Venom of theſe 
Pens, K him as a trifling idle 
Fellow. | 


* — 


— Nee te tua ef Peutbeo, 
Survavit pretas. Virg. 


Lam nat enough PONY with the various 
Writings ef this exemplary and celebrated 
Clergyman, to * into a particular Detail 
of their Merit; I galy know the Character 
they generally bear in the World; and I 
have here brought in the Name af Dr. Han- 
ape ſor no other Purpoſe than to ſhow, that 
not only, no Merit in Literature, and Poſie, 
however exquiſite, but no Order or Profeſſion 
of Men, tho”. never ſo ſacred, can eſcape the 
Jah of ſuch licentious and malignant Railers. 


* WALTER 


Wm 
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ALTER CARET, Eſq; 


(HIS Gentleman is more flagrantly 
- abus'd and affronted than any other 
Perſon mention'd by P-—-pe, who re- 
preſents him in the Character of Umbra, that 


is, the moſt impertinent of all impertinent 


Fellows, and what is moſt extraordinary in 
the Matter, is, that P ge, all the while, talks 
of himſelf as the moſt conſiderable of thoſe 
great Wits whom Umbra is ſuppos'd to hang 
upon and teaſe ; the beſt way to Anſwer ſuch 
an impudent Aﬀault upon a Gentleman of 
Diſtinction and Worth, is to give a true 
Account of what he is — 


M; r. Carey. was Educated | at Oxford, and as 


I ſuppoſe, in the ſame College with Mr. 
Dodington, with whom he has livd ever ſince 
in the ſtricteſt Friendſhip ; he is a Man of 


extream good Senſe, Breeding, and Know- 
ledge of the World, remarkably good natur'd 
and obliging in his Carriage; he is a very 
good Scholar, and the Author of ſeveral 


very agreeable Copies af Verſes in ' Tonſon's 
Miſcellanies ; as his uncommon Merit cou'd 
not but diſtinguiſh him in the Eye of the 
World and give him at length the Figure he 
now bears among People of the firſt Rank, 


ſo 
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ſo his Riſe and Preferment ſit as naturally 
upon him, and with as much Eaſe and Grace, 
as if he had been born to them; he wants 
no Quality that is requiſite to form a true bred 
Gentleman, and tis one of the moſt amiable 
of theſe Qualities which P--pe' has made 
Uſe of as a Handle to abuſe him, to wit, his 
Love of, and Friendſhip for Men of Wit 
and Politeneſs; in this genteel Temper of Spi- 
rit, he often took Pleaſure to affociate himſelf 
with ſuch Men as Addiſon, Steele, and others 
of that Turn, and if he perchance youchſafed 
to Smile upon this Creature who has ſo baſe- 
ly wrong'd him, it cou'd be only owing to 
too great an Humanity; for if he really had 

ſo little Diſcernment as to have any Reſpect 
either for his Perſon, or his Writings, he 
would in good Meaſure deſerve the Treatment 
he has met with: But I hope he has always 
ſtood clear of ſuch an Imputation, and even 
given no Occaſion to Mr. Fe himſelf to 
ſuſpect it. I gueſs right, this is the Reaſon 


that has drawn ef him fo ill judg'd and 
malicious an Iny tive. 


I ſhall ſay no more of Mr. Carey at preſent, 


but that he married Mrs, Jefferies, a Widow 
of a very conſiderable Fortune; that he has 
been a Member of Parliament ſeveral Years; 
| in the Reign of his late Majeſty was Warden 
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of the Mint, and is now one of the Lords 
Commiſſioners of the Beard of Trade. In a 
Word, he is fo amiable a Man in all Views 
and Reſpects, that one needs only be once an 
his Converſation to love him all one's Liſe 
aſter : It cannot be thought on without the 
utmoſt Reſentment and Indignation, that 
an Attempt ſhou'd be made to level one of 


the beſt and brighteſt Characters of the Age, 
into the loweſt, and moſt contemptible ; but I 


doubt not, but it will turn in the End, to the 
everlaſting Infamy of the Wretches who 


have made it: The Name and Memory of 


Mr. Carey, will be belov'd, eſteem'd and 
honour'd, when their vile Works are utterly 
forgot and loſt, I will juſt add under this 


Head or Character, what I might as well 


have done, under many others, that there 
ſeems to be a good deal of the Tincture of 
Party, and Jacobite Bigotry in the Conduct 
of theſe Men, ſince they have levell'd their 
keeneſt Spight at ſuch Perſons chiefly, as are 
known for their Zeal to the Proteſtant Cauſe, 


and the preſent Royal Family: Among 
theſe, Mr. Carey makes no ſmall Figure. 


The Scenes of Buſineſs and active Life m 
which he has appear'd ſo much to his Honour 
and Advantage, have not, I preſume, left 


him ſufficiently at Leiſure to e Thr 
2 ts 
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lents for Poetry and polite Letters, but were 
he to ſacrifice, hereafter, to that Amuſement 
a few of his moſt yacant Hours, I do not at 
all queſtion, but the lighteſt Sallies of his 
Wit and Imagination, would infinitely excel 
the moſt labour'd Pieces of Mr. P-—pe, at leaſt 
from what I have already ſeen of his, there 
is all the Reaſon in the World to believe it. 
In fine, no Man before him was ever ſo much 
villified, that fo little deſerv'd it; no Man 
was ever traduc'd with greater Licentiouſ- 
neſs, greater Dullneſs, and ſo utterly without 
any grounds of Truth. 


CSI 


Mr. JOHN DENNIS. 


HIS Gentleman, however his too great 

_ warmth and vehemence of Temper 
may have led him into ſome Impru- 
dences, has yet defery'd well of the learned 
World in many Inſtances: He was reputed 
and efteem'd formerly by Mr. Dryuen, and 
has been treated with much Candour and 
Friendſhip by many other Perſons ſar i 
for Wit and Reputation to thoſe Men who 
have now laid ſuch a heavy Load on him. At 
preſent his Age, his Wants and Infirmities 
greatly entitle him to the Compaſſion of Men 
of 
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of Goodneſs, as his Critical Learning and 
other Knowledge, does, to the Regard of 
Men of Letters. 

"Twas monſtrouſly inhuman to perſecute 
this unhappy Gentleman in his decline of 
Life, and at a Time, when he had almoſt 
all Itls to ſtruggle with, without any Support 
but the Friendſhip of a few worthy Men, 
who cou'd not perſuade themſelves, that 2 
bare Contempt of P----pe's Verſes, and the 
prefering better Writers to him, was a Wick» 
edneſs of the laſt Dye. | 


* 
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Dr. GEORGE SEV ELI, 


RED a Phyſician, and practis'd in his 
Profeſſion with good Succeſs the latter 
part of Life at Hampſted where de dy'd. 

He was oblig'd a great While to proſtitute his 
Genius thro* Neceſſity; but afterwards writ 
a very good Tragedy calld Sir Malter Rau- 
leigh, which one Work is of more Worth 
than many of the Performances of thoſe who 
have treated him ſo contemptuouſly. 
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Sir FOHN VANBRUGH. 
FT HIS Gentleman was long ago, it I 
| may ſo expreſs myſelf, worried and 
hunted down by that . wretched Libeller 
At, without any one appearing in his De- 
fence; it need only be obſerv'd, that this is 
done with much the ſame Regard to Truth 


and Juſtice, as He has exercis d his Talent on 
almoſt all other deſerving Men. 


Sir John Vanbrugh was equally conſpicuous 
for his Character both as a Poet and Archi- 
tet, and had a great Reputation for Wit in 


Converſation. 


The Number and Succeſs of his Plays 
have been ſuch, that the Town during the 
laſt Age, wou'd have been very barren of 
Entertainments without them. 


He is finely celebrated by Dr. Garth in his 
Poem of Claremont. 


His great Skill and Performances in Build- 
ing, particularly, that noble Monument of 
Blenheim Caſtle, has been always juſtly ad- 
mir'd by all Foreigners as well as others, 
good Judges in that Art. But notwithſtand- 
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ing ſuch uncommon and various Merit, this 
Gentleman bas. been the repeated Subject of 
S--ft's Satyrical Raillery: The Reaſon why he 
never made any Reprifal for ſuch Uſage; 
couw'd be nothing but his noble and ſincere 


Contempt of it. 


General CODRINGTON, 

O RN in Barbados to a very large pa- 
B ternal Eſtate: Was a Fellow of All. 
coul College in Oxford: He made a 
Campaign into Flanders with King MPilliam, 
and upon his ſaid Majeſty's viſiting that Uni- 
verſity, he reſum'd his Gown, ' and in the 
Theatre there made a publick Oration in 
Honour of the Hero his Maſter. 


He was a Scholar, a Soldier, and a Man 
of great Wit. King Villiam made him after- 
wards General of the Leeward Iſles; he 
died in Barbadvs. | : 


A great many little Poems and Pieces of 
Wit went abroad under his Name, but I have 
ſeen none, except the very / pretty Copy of 
Verſes prefix to his Friend Dn Garth's Poem 
calbd the Diſpenſary, in which, among many 
others, are the following fine Lines, 


J read 
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I read thee over with a Lover's Eye, 
Thou haſt no Faults, or I no Faults can 8 
Thou art all Beauty, or all Blmaneſs I, 


This Gentleman it ſeems too, tho' no pro- 
feſsd Poet, ſtood in P---pe's light, and he 
cou'd not forbear aiming a ſtroke at him. I 
am ſick of following the Creature thro? all 
his Abuſes of all Men and- all Things, and 
of every Degree of Excellence where ever 
found: I ſhall therefore only add, that Mr. 
Coarington by Appointment in his Will, w 
buried in A/l-Souls Chapel in Oxford: That 
he made a Preſent of his Library to that 
Univerſity, and ſettled his Eſtate in Barbados, 
for the n. and endowing a College 
there. 
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The CONCLUSION. 


HE Variety and. Remarkableneſs of 
1 the Characters which I ſet down in 


the foregoing Account, has rawn 
me into a Length I was not aware of; I ſhall 
conclude the whole with ſome ſhort curſory 


Hiſtory of Kit and Hype themſelves. 
F 2 | The 
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The Reverend Dr. $--/t was originally 
Chaplain to that great and good Man Sir 
William Temple,” and with what Ingratitude 
and Baſeneſs he us'd him, his beſt Friend and 
Benefattor, I refer the Reader to the Me- 
moirs of the Life and Negotiations of this 
Gentleman in Oftavo, printed for . T: aylor 


1714. Page 383, 384. 


Beſides all this, he has * fit to add 
to his former Iniquity, by abuſing Sir Milliam 
Temple in his laſt Miſcellany : He was for- 
merly a very ſtrenuous Adyocate for the 
Mlig Cauſe, and the Author of a vaſt Num- 
ber of very ſorry Pamphlets in the Defence 
of it, which he over valu'd ſo much, and 
prided himſelf ſo weakly upon, as to take it 
heinouſly ill of the Miniſtry at that Time, 
that they did not ſend him Plenipotentiary to 
one of the greateſt Gourts in Europe. He 
cou'd not be content to be an Ambaſlador 
from Heaven, but entertain'd in his ludi- 
crous Heart, the vain Ambition to be an Am- 
baſſador likewiſe of an earthly Prince, He did 
not much value his ſpiritual Honours, pro- 
vided RR cou'd have arriv'd at ſome tempo- 
ral ones more to Bis liking: But being en- 
rag'd at his Diſappointment i in theſe Views, 
he ſhiſted Sides, and turn'd all of a ſudden a 
Farmegant Te ory; as he has offer'd ſeveral 


Times 
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Times fince, to turn Whig again, if thoſe in 

Power wou'd have accepted him. He was 
imploy'd chiefly in the late Queen's Reign in 
Writing the Examiner, the dulleſt and moſt 
abuſive party Paper that ever was publiſh'd ; 
and the Honour of the worſt Parts of it 
does undoubtedly belong to him. Thus he 
exerted himſelf in Queen Anne's Reign ; and 
he would feign have been the ſame little Tool 
and Underſtrapper for dirty Work in the 
Reigns of George the Firſt and Second, had 
there been any ſuch Work to be done, or 
cou'd he have found any Encouragement. 


Mr. Alexander P----pe was Educated a Ro- 
man Catholick under the Care of ſome Monk, 
or other puny Profeſſor of that Religion : 
When he firſt ſet up for an Author, his 
Works lay for ſome Years the Refuſe and 
Rubbiſh of the Bookſellers Stalls, and had 
continued in the ſame Obſcurity until this 
Day, had not Mr. Addiſon, out of his un- 
common Generoſity taken Notice of him. 
He was at that Time a little Flatterer of, and 
Hanger upon the late Mr. Wickerley, and had 
no Patrons that I cou'd hear of, excepting 
Mr. Cheek and Mr. Cronrxell. No ſooner had 
our great Addiſon given him a Figure in the 
Eye of Mankind, but he ſet himſelf to 
abuſe and ridicule him, and all his Acquaint- 
ance 


flew to Git, and went Fell: Mell with him 


ance in all Places and Companies, and by 
every poor Method he cou'd think of; then 


into the Jacobite Party, and to this laudable 
Conduct it is, that he chiefly owes the tri- 
fling Vogue he has ſince had in the World: 
Add to this, that his being a Papiſt, was a 
Circumſtance vaſtly lucky for him, and con- 
tributed a great deal to that Zeal which a Set 
of Coxcombs had ſo remarkably exerted on 
all Occaſions in his Favour. His Merits are 
now likely to be brought to a true Teſt, and 
he will ſoon ſtand diſcover'd for. what he 
really is, both as a Writer and a Man, 


ERRATA. 


AGE 22. Line 8. for ſhe read he. p. 31. and 32. 
for 'OroCages, r. Ouocaęis. And in p. 31. for 


£22.TINvT, r. xαοννν. 


